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Cordoba and Is therefore on the extreme southern limit of the
Chaco lowlands in that section.

The above survey of the main rivers of the Chaco shows that
they all have striking points of resemblance in the nature of
their courses and in their behaviour. These features constitute,
in fact, eloquent testimony as to the peculiarities of the region
traversed by the rivers, and as to the problems that will have
to be solved, if anything more than the outskirts of the region
are to be settled. Various other smaller rivers drain the Para-
guayan Chaco north of the Pilcomayo, but concerning these little
is known except that they have much the same peculiarities as
the larger rivers to the south. That section of the Chaco region
which Is in Bolivian territory apparently differs somewhat from
the great plains in Paraguay and Argentina. Its southern part
is one of the least known and most thinly populated regions in
the habitable areas of the world. Towards the north of the
Bolivian Chaco, In what Is known as the Llanos de Chiquitos,
there is a series of low hills running from N.W. to S.E., with a
general fall from the continental divide in the same direction.
Here once more the drainage follows the same south-easterly
course as elsewhere in the great region of interior lowlands In
South America, except In their swampy continuation east of the
Paraguay in Matto Grosso. There the geological setting differs
from that of the main zone west of the Paraguay. Instead of
vast tracts of alluvial material resting horizontally upon yet
other similar deposits, such as are found between the Paraguay
and the Andes, in Western Matto Grosso there is a lowland
amphitheatre excavated by the upper Paraguay out of the soft
sandstone rocks of the great plateau.

During the greater part of its course the Paraguay lies close
up against the hard rocks of the Brazilian Plateau as the Uruguay
does lower down. There is every indication that the sediment
brought down in the course of long periods of time from the
Andes has been chiefly responsible for forcing the arterial drain-
age line to its present easterly position, though the higher rota-
tional velocity of the upper courses of the great rivers may also
have been a contributing cause in their eastward swing lower
down. Considered as a physiographic unit the Chaco is still In
the process of upbuilding through deposition by rivers. When
they have raised the level along their courses to a given point
above that of the surrounding country, they wander away and
carry out the same process elsewhere, and so on Indefinitely.
Thus in the end the surface-level of the whole region becomes
gradually raised. Eventually, of course, In the absence of earth
movements up or down, the general level of the Chaco will be